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SENATE CHAMBER
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE STATE OF VERMONT
Offered by: Senators Ashe and Sirotkin
Subject:  General Assembly; legislative reapportionment; Legislative
Apportionment Board; limitation on senatorial districts
PROPOSAL 4

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

This constitutional amendment would:

(1) require reapportionment of leqgislative districts to be performed by an

appointed public body named the Legislative Apportionment Board, rather

than by the General Assembly; and

(2) limit senatorial districts to a maximum of three Senators, beginning

with the first reapportionment performed by the Legislative Apportionment

Board.
Sec. 2. Chapter Il, Section 13 of the Vermont Constitution is amended to read:
§ 13. [REPRESENTATIVES; NUMBER]

The House of Representatives shall be composed of one hundred fifty
Representatives. The voters of each representative district established by law
shall elect one or two Representatives from that district, the number from each

district to be established by the General-Assembly Legislative Apportionment

Board.
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In establishing representative districts, which shall afford equality of

representation, the General-Assembly Legislative Apportionment Board shall

seek, as nearly as is practicable, to maintain geographical compactness and

contiguity and-te; adhere to boundaries of counties and other existing political

subdivisions; and maintain patterns of geography, social interaction, trade,

political ties, and common interests.

Sec. 3. Chapter Il, Section 18 of the Vermont Constitution is amended to read:
§ 18. [SENATORS; NUMBERS; QUALIFICATIONS]

The Senate shall be composed of thirty Senators to be of the senatorial
district from which they are elected. The voters of each senatorial district
established by law shall elect ene-er no more than three Senators from that
district, the number from each district to be established by the General

Assembly Legislative Apportionment Board.

In establishing senatorial districts, which shall afford equality of

representation, the General-Assembly Legislative Apportionment Board shall

seek, as nearly as is practicable, to maintain geographical compactness and

contiguity and-te; adhere to boundaries of counties and other existing political

subdivisions; and maintain patterns of geography, social interaction, trade,

political ties, and common interests.
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Sec. 4. Chapter Il, Section 73 of the Vermont Constitution is amended to read:
§ 73. [MANNER OF APPORTIONMENT OF THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY; LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT BOARD]

A Legislative Apportionment Board is created and shall comprise a Special

Master designated by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; one resident of

the State appointed by the Governor from each political party that has had

more than three members serve as members of the General Assembly for at

least three of the five biennial legislative sessions since the taking of the

previous decennial census under the authority of Congress, which residents are

not all from the same county; and one resident of the State elected by the State

committee of each of those political parties.

The Special Master shall be Chair of the Board. A member of the Board

shall not be a member or employee of the General Assembly. Members of the

Board shall be selected on or before July 1, 2020 and decennially thereafter on

or before July 1, and shall serve until their successors are selected. The

appointing or electing authority shall fill any vacancy in the office of

a member.

The General-Assembly Leqgislative Apportionment Board shall establish

senatorial districts within and including all of the state State, and shall further
establish representative districts within and including all of the state State.

At On or before January 31 of the even-numbered year of the biennial

session following the taking of each decennial census under the authority of
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Congress, and at such other times as the General-Assembly Legislative

Apportionment Board finds necessary, it shall revise the boundaries of the

legislative districts and shall make a new apportionment of s the membership

of the General Assembly in order to maintain equality of representation among

the respective districts as nearly as is practicable. Fhe-General-Assembhy-may

If the General-Assembly Legislative Apportionment Board fails to revise

the legislative districts as required in this section, the Supreme Court in
appropriate legal proceedings brought for that purpose may order
reapportionment of the districts.

The General Assembly may carry the provisions of this section into effect

by appropriate legislation.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION

(a) Effective date. The amendments set forth in this proposal shall become

a part of the Constitution of the State of Vermont on the first Tuesday after the

first Monday of November 2018 when ratified and adopted by the people of

this State in accordance with the provisions of 17 V.S.A. chapter 32.

(b) Application. The limit on the number of Senators in a senatorial district

set forth in Sec. 3 of this proposal, in the first paragraph of Chapter 11, Section

18 of the Vermont Constitution, shall apply beginning with the first

reapportionment performed by the Legislative Apportionment Board in
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accordance with Sec. 4 of this proposal, Chapter |1, Section 73 of the Vermont

Constitution.
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